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SPECIAL REPORT.: 



State Boabd of Aobigultube, Topeka, Eas., Nov. 12, 1886. 

The edition of our last report, for August and September of this year, having 
been entirely distributed, it becomes necessary, to enable this office to meet the de- 
mand of those seeking homes in the West, for information relating to the State, to 
publish the following, which is to a certain extent a reprint of the report above 
referred to, together with the additional statistics believed to be sufficient to answer 
some of the more important questions which would naturally arise in the minds of 
those contemplating removal to a new country. 

Copies will be furnished, on application to this office, to those wishing informa- 
tion relating to Kansas, or desiring to forward the same to friends in the East. 

WM. SIMS, Secretary. 



I^AN8A8 STATE BOARD OF AQRICULTUBE. 
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LIVE STOCK. 

Summary showing the number of live stock for the years named. 



Year*. 



1860 
1870 
1875 
1880 
1886 
1886 



Bones. 



18,882 
117,786 
207,876 
867,589 
513.830 
572,059 



MuUtand 
(Uses. 



1,480 
11,786 
24,964 
58,303 
75,177 
83,642 



MUch cows. 



26,726 
122,440 
225,028 
866,640 
675,928 
627,481 



Other caUU. 



61,133 

260,627 

478,295 

748,672 

1,402,920 

1,462,736 



Sheep. 



16,702 
109,088 
106,224 
426,492 
875, 193 
652,144 



8wiM. 



128,309 

206,587 

292,658 

1,281,630 

2,461 ,522 

1,966,149 



Table showing, by connties, the number of bushels of corn and wheat on hand March 1, 1886. 



CourUies. 



Allen 

Anderson 

Atchison 

Barber 

Barton 

Bourbon 

Brown 

Butler 

Chase 

Chautauqua.. 

Cherokee 

Clark 

Clay 

Cloud 

CoflTey 

Comanche .... 

Cowley 

Crawford 

Davis 

Decatur 

Dickinson 

Doniphan 

Dougia<« 

Edwards 

Elk 

Ellis 

Ellsworth 

Finney* 

Ford 

Franklin 

Gove 

Graham 

Greenwood.... 

Harper 

Harvey 

Hodgeman.... 

Jackson 

Jefferson , 

Jewell , 

Johnson 

Kingman 

Kiowa 

Labette 

Leavenworth 
Lincoln 



Cbrn, 
bushels. 



101,194 

114,000 

523, 7:« 

51,805 

683,992 

1*S,7I9 

,4(i7,805 

643,«")8 

142,1)46 

70,491 

183,4o4 

6,517 

86:i,557 

,911,416 

214,233 

3,316 

473,689 

312,145 

184,980 

126,276 

,066,312 

524,873 

32<),9o8 

5.1,774 

83,743 

22.118 

276,919 

495 

6,906 

271,663 

1,210 

22,279 

23ii,737 

402,804 

600,937 

2,811 

537,640 

676,002 

,780.490 

3:J6,G->4 

231,175 

3,316 

2.3'),. 597 

297,31)6 

378, 155 



Wheat, 
bushels. 



3,922 

4,671 
81,969 

3,649 
82,429 

3,086 
64,657 
39,550 

9,833 

» 2,353 

17,782 



34,449 
30,501 
18,078 



128,379 
16,276 
18,936 
11,702 

169,214 
77,153 
25,418 
10,077 

8,878 

41,873 

200 

4,045 
10,057 



3,013 

2,090 

42,234 

65,828 

737 

9,818 

27,439 

56,000 

33,946 

25,664 



17,087 
89,680 
61,249 



Cbunties. 



Linn 

Lyon 

Marion 

Marshall 

McPherson.... 

Meade 

Miami 

Mitchell 

Montgomery.. 

Morris 

Nemaha 

Neosho 

Ness 

Norton 

Osage 

Osborne 

Ottawa 

Pawnee 

Phillips 

Pottawatomie 

Pratt 

Rawlins 

Reno 

Republic 

Rice 

Riley* 

Rooks 

Rush 

Russell 

Saline 

Sedgwick 

Shawnee 

Sheridan 

Smith 

Stafford 

Sumner 

Thomas 

Trego 

Wal)aunaee.... 
Washington... 

Wilson 

Woodson 

Wyandotte.... 

Totals...... 



Cbrn, 
bushels. 



1 



110 

238 

454 

,471 

,258 

1 

442 

725 

192 

345 

926 

222 

5 

223 

314 

658 

668 

32 

678 

484 

101 

25 

753 

,660 

814 

461 

176 

72 

177 

827 

859 

626 

4 

,098 

278 

890 

4 

5 

310 

,292 

195 

34 

86 



,345 
,046 
,175 
,219 
,130 
,425 
,220 
,855 
,174 
,501 
,114 
,471 
,599 
,552 
,621 
,146 
,179 
,255 
,463 
,940 
,388 
,403 
,050 
,616 
,225 
,166 
,461 
,846 
,969 
,614 
,616 
,776 
,392 
,255 
,169 
,505 
,097 
,870 
,145 
,342 
,617 
,962 
,861 



36,842,276 



Wheat, 
bushels. 



4,904 

15,382 

61,102 

60,491 

136,880 



25,167 
63,616 

4,460 
43,926 

9,773 
18,675 

1,C90 
19,023 

7,590 
79,743 
78,676 
18,076 
36,527 
24,602 
40,408 

3,845 
64,130 
10,183 
44,437 
26,459 
23,177 
21,325 
47,446 
140,096 
76,001 
11,209 
141 
42,414 
20,638 
86,473 
114 

8,900 
43,055 
87,402 

8,261 

1,445 
24,717 



2,846,980 



* Taken from report for 1885; no return for 1886. 
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VACANT PUBLIC LANDS. 



GOVERNMENT LANDS — HOW THEY CAN BE OBTAINED. 

Of agricultural public lands there are two classes — the one class at $1.25 per acre, 
which is designated as minimum, and the other at $2.50 per acre, or double minimum. 
The latter class consists of tracts embraced within the alternate sections of land reserved 
to the United States in the acts of Congress making grants within prescribed limits of 
the lines of railroads, or other works of internal improvements, to aid in the construction 
thereof, such reserved sections being doubled in price. Congress passed an act, approved 
June 15, 1880, the third section of which reduces to $1.25 p6r acre any such lands, then 
subject to entry ( meaning in this connection ordinary cash entry of offered lands), which 
were put in market at the enhanced price prior to the Ist of January, 1861. Title may 
be acquired by purchase at public sale, or by ordinary "private entry," and by virtue of 
the preemption, homestead, timber-culture, and other laws. 

By Pwrchoie at Public Sale. — This may be done where lands are "offered" at public 
auction to the highest bidder, either pursuant to proclamation by the President, or public 
notice given in accordance with directions from the General Land Office. 

By ^^Private Entryy* or Location. — The lands liable to disposal in this manner are 
those which have been offered at public sale, which were then not sold, and which have 
not since been reserved or otherwise withdrawn from market. The only lands in Kan- 
sas subject to "private entry" are contained in what is called the "Cherokee strip," and 
are located in the Wichita Land District. In this class of offered and unreserved public 
lands, the following steps may be taken to acquire title : 

The applicant will first present a written application to the register of the district in 
which the land desired is situated, describing the tract he wishes to purchase, giving its 
area. Thereupon the register, if the tract is vacant, will so certify to the receiver, stating 
the price, and the applicant must then pay the amount of the purchase-money. 

The receiver will then issue his receipt for the money paid, in duplicate, giving to 
the purchaser a duplicate receipt. The register will then issue his certificate of purchase. 
A( the close of the month the register and receiver will make returns of the sale to the 
General Land Office, from which, when the proceedings are found regular, a patent or 
complete title will be issued, and on surrender of the duplicate receipt such patent will 
be delivered, at the option of the patentee, either by the Commissioner at Washington 
or by the register at the district land office. 

These lands can also be located with land warrants issued under the act of Congress 

of March 3, 1885, and previous acts, giving public land as a bounty for military services 

rendered prior to the passage of the acts in former wars of the Republic. The bounties 

given by law for military services in the late civil war were not given in land, but in 
m(mey. 

Agricultural College scrip and land warrants can be used in locating lands at "private 
entry," but when so used are only applicable to lands not mineral, which may be subject 
to private entry at $1.25 per acre, and are restricted to a technical *^qibarter-8ection" — that 
is, land embraced by the quarter-section lines indicated on the official plats of survey ; 
or they may be located on a part of a quarter-section, where such part is taken as in full 
for a quarter; but they cannot be applied to different subdivisions to make an area equiv- 
alent to a quarter-section. The manner of proceeding to acquire title with Agricultural 
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College scrip is the same as in cash and warrant cases, the fees to be paid being the same 
as on warrants. The location of this scrip at private entry is restricted to three sections 
in each tovmship of land, and one million acres in any one State. 

It can also be used in payment of preemption claims in the same manner and under 
the same rules and regulations as govern the application to preemptions of military land 
warrants ; this, too, without regard to the quantity located in a township or State. 

In payment for homesteads commuted under section 2301 of the Revised Statutes, 
this scrip is also available. The fees required to be paid to both the register and receiver 
of the land district when lands are located with land warrants is 50 cents to each for the 
first forty acres and 50 cents each additional for each twenty acres added. 

By Preemption. — The preemption privilege is restricted to heads of families, widows, 
or single persons over the age of twenty-one, who are citizens of the United States, or 
who have declared their intentions to become citizens, as required by the naturalization 
laws ; an actual inhabitant of the tract claimed ; and not be the proprietor of 320 acres 
of land in any State or Territory. A person who has removed from lands of his own to 
reside on public land in the same State or Territory, or who has previously exercised his 
preemption right, is not a qualified preemptor. 

All of the vacant Government land in Kansas, except the Cherokee strip, ( of which 
but little remains,) are subject to preemption entries, the maximum amount of land that 
can be taken under this privilege being 160 acres, for which the preemptor must pay the 
United States for the same $1.25 per acre, or if the tract be within the limits of a grant 
to any railroad, $2.50 per acre, at the times and places provided by law. 

Lands included in any reservation, or within the limits of an incorporated town, or 
selected as the site of a city or town, or actually settled and occupied for purposes of 
trade and business and not for agriculture, or on which there are any known salines or 
minerals, are not subject to preemption. 

The declaratory statement of the preemptor must be filed within three months from 
date of settlement, failing to file .which, within the time prescribed, makes the land liable 
to the claim of an adverse settler who does file notice of his intention at the proper time. 
The land-office fee for filing a declaratory statement in Kansas is $2. 

A preemption filing can be made only by an actual settler on the land, a filing with- 
out settlement being illegal, no rights being acquired thereby. The existence of a pre- 
emption filing on a tract of land does not prevent another filing to be made of the same 
land, subject to any valid rights acquired by virtue of the former filing and actual settle- 
ment, if any. Proof and payment must be made within thirty-three months from date 
of settlement, and may be made at the expiration of six months of actual settlement 
And improvement. A failure to make proof and payment as prescribed by law, renders 
the land subject to appropriation by the first legal applicant, and the requirements of 
a.ctual inhabitancy and improvement must be observed strictly. 

Failure to inhabit and improve the land in good faith, as required by law, renders 
the claim subject to contest and the entry to investigation and cancellation. Final proof 
in preemption cases must be made to the satisfaction of the register and receiver, whose 
decision, as in other cases, is subject to examination and review by the General Land 
Office. 

The final affidavit must be made before the register or receiver, or before the clerk 
of a court of record ih the county and State or Territory where the land is situated. If 
in an unorganized county, the proof may be made in a similar manner in an adjacent 
oounty in the same State or Territory. The preemptor must accompany his notice to 
make proof with a deposit of sufficient money to pay the cost of publishing, when the 
register will publish such notice. 

The preemptor is required to make oath that he has not previously exercised his 
preemption right; that he is not the owner of 320 acres of land ; that he has not settled 
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upon and improved the land to sell the same on specalation, but in good faith to appro- 
priate it to his own exclusive use ; that he has not made any contract or agreement, 
directly or indirectly, in any way or manner, with any person whomsoever, by which the 
title he may acquire from the United States shall inure in whole or in part to the benefit 
of any person except himself. 

Any person swearing falsely /o7/<site aU right to the land and to the purchcue-money paidf 
besides being liable to prosecution under the criminal laws of the United States. 

The Osage Indian trust and diminished-reserve lands, situate in the Wichita and 
Arkansas Valley land districts, excepting the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections in each 
township, shall be subject to disposal, for cash only, to actual settlers, in quantities not 
exceeding 160 acres, or one quarter-section to each, in compact form, in accordance with 
the general principles of the preemption laws, under the direction of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office ; but claimants shall file their declaratory statements as pre- 
scribed in other cases upon unofiered lands, and shall pay for the tracts respectively 
settled upon within one year from date of settlement, where the plat of survey is on file 
at that date, and within one year from the filing of the township plat in the district 
office where such plat is not on file at date of settlement. 

By the Homestead Privilege.-^The homestead right was limited, as the maximum 
quantity^ to 160 acres of the class of ordinary public lands held by law at $1.25 per acre, 
when disposed of to cash purchasers, or 80 acres of the class of lands embraced in the 
alternate sections along the lines of railroads or other works of internal improvement, 
reserved to the United States in acts of Congress making grants of land in aid of the 
construction of such works, and the price thereof increased to $2.50 per acre. By act of 
Congress of March 3, 1879, it was enacted that from and after its passage " the even sec- 
tions within the limits of any grant of public lapds to any railroad company, or to any 
military road company, or to any State in aid of any railroad or military road, shall be 
open to settlers under the homestead laws to the extent of 160 acres to each settler,'' 
thus doing away, in this class of entries, with the distinction between ordinary minimum 
and double-minimum lands, or lands held at $1.25 per acre, and lands held at $2.50 per 
acre, which had existed, so far as the double-minunum lands may be found in even sec- 
tions, within the limits of land grants for railroads or military roads. 

To obtain a homestead the party must, in connection with his application, make an 
aiOSdavit before the register or receiver that he is over the age of twenty-one, or the 
head of a family ; that he is a citizen of the United States, or has declared his intention 
to become such ; and that the entry is made for his exclusive use and benefit, and for 
actual settlement and cultivation; and must pay the legal fee and that part of the com- 
missions which is payable when the entry is made. Where a wife has been divorced 
from or deserted by her husband, so that she is dependent on her own resources for sup- 
port, if in fact the head of a family, she can make a homestead entry as such. 

Upon faithful observance of the law in regard to settlement and cultivation for the 
<x>ntinuous term of five years, and at the expiration of that time, or within two years 
thereafter, upon proper proof to the satisfaction of the laud officers, and payment to the 
receiver of that part of the commission remaining to be paid, the receiver issuing his 
receipt therefor, the register will-issue his certificate, and make proper returns as a basis 
of a patent or complete title for the homestead. Upon the expiration of the time re- 
quired by law for occupancy and cultivation, the party desiring to make final proof must 
first file with the register of the proper land office a written notice of his intention to do 
80. Such notice must describe the land claimed, and the claimant must give the names 
and residences of the witnesses by whom the necessary facts as to settlement, residence^ 
cultivation, etc., are to be established. 
2 
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If the homestead settler does not wish to remain five years on his tract, the law per- 
mits him to pay for it with cash or warrants or Agricultural College scrip, upon making 
proof of settlement and cultivation, for a period of not less than six months from the 
date of entry to the time of payment. 

A preemption settler may change his filing into a homestead, if he continues in good 
faith to comply with the preemption laws until the change is effected, and the time he 
has resided on the land as a preSmptor will be credited upon the period of residence 
and cultivation required under the homestead laws. 

The ]and-office fees and commissions, payable when appUcation is made, are as follows: 



Land at fB.60p«r acre. 

For 160 acres $18 00 

" 80 •♦ 9 00 

" 40 " 7 00 



Land at $lJB5p«r acre. 

For 160 acres 814 00 

" 80 '• 7 00 

" 40 •* 6 00 



When a person desires to enter a tract of land upon which he has mot established a 
residence and made improvements, he must appear personally at the district land office. and 
present his application, and must make the required affidavit before the register and 
receiver. 

He must then establish his actual residence (in a house) upon the land within six 
months from date of entry, and must reside upon the land continuously for the period 
prescribed by law. 

The homestead affidavit can be made before the clerk of the county court only in 
cases where the family of the applicant, or some member thereof, is a/itttaUy residing on 
the land which he desires to enter, and on which he has made bona fide improvements 
and settlement, and when he is prevented by reason of distance, bodily infirmity, or other 
good cause, from personal attendance at the district land office. 

In such cases the applicant must State in a supplemental affidavit the facts of such 
settlement, improvement, and residence; what acts of settlement have been performed, 
and when made; the nature, extent, and value of the improvements; what member or 
members of his family are residing on the land, and the length of time such residence 
has been maintained, and the cause, specifically, why the applicant cannot appear at the 
local office. 

A false oath taken before a clerk of a court is perjury, the same as if taken before 
the register or receiver. 

The period of actual inhabitancy, improvement, and cultivation required under the 
homestead law is five years. 

In case of the death of a homestead party, before making final proof, the widow suc- 
ceeds to the homestead right. 

In case of the death of both father and mother, the right and fee inure to the minor 
children, if any. 

A homestead right cannot be devised away from the widow or minor children. 
Soldiers? Homesteads. — A Union soldier or sailor of the late war is entitled to a de- 
duction from the five years of the length of time (not exceeding four years) of his mili- 
tary service. But the soldier (or his widow, as the case may be) must actually reside 
on the land at least one year before final proof can be made. 

In case of the death of the soldier, and the death of re-marriage of the widow, the 
minor children of the soldier, by a duly-appointed guardian, are entitled to the privi- 
leges of the father. 

Neither the guardian nor the minor children are required to reside upon the land, 
but the same must be cultivated and improved for the period of time during which the 
fhither would have been required to reside upon the tract. 

The soldier may file a declaratory statement for a tract of land which he intends 
to enter under the homestead laws. The fee in Kansas is $2. 
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This statement may be filed either penonaUy or by an agent, and the soldier is there- 
after allowed six months within which to make his entry and commence his settlement 
and improyement 

The entry can be made only by the soldier in person at the local land office, and he 
mnst commence his settlement on the land within six months after his filing, and mnst. 
continue to reside on the land and cultivate it for such period as, added to his military 
servioey will make fiye years. But he must actually reside upon the land at least one 
year, whatever may have been the period of his military service. 

Entries cannot be made for a soldier by an agent or attorney. 

After a declaratory statement has onoe been filed, whether by an agent or otherwise, 
the soldier cannot file again. His rights are exhausted by the first filing, and if he does 
not, within six months, make his personal entry at the land office and commence his 
settlement as required by law, he obtains no right to the land. 

A soldier's homestead declaratory statement for a tract of land does not prevent any- 
body else from making an entry of the same land, subject to such right as the soldier 
may acquire by virtue of actual residence on the land and full compliance with law. If 
the soldier does not establish his residence on the tract as required, the next comer may 
take the land. 

Soldiers are not entitled to land, nor to bounty land warrants, for their military ser- 
vice in the late war, nor can title to land be obtained for them by agents or attorneys. 
All representations to the contrary are fiilse, and soldiers and sailors are warned against 
imposition by parties who offisr to locate land for them, or to sell their rights. 

Final Proof. — ^A settler desiring to make final proof must file with the register of the 
proper land office a written notice, in the prescribed form, of his intention to do so, 
which notice will be published by the register in a newspaper to be by him designated, 
nearest the land office, once a week for six weeks, at the applicant's expense. 

Applicants should commence to make their proofs in sufficient time bo that the same 
may be completed and filed in the local office within the statutory period of seven years 
from date of entrv. 

The final affidavits and proof should be made before the register or receiver, but may 
be made before the judge, or in his absence before the derk, of a court of record in the 
county and State, district or Territory, in which the land is situated. If in an unorgan- 
ized county, the proof may be made in a similar manner in any adjacent county in the 
same State or Territory. 

When proof is made before the county officers mentioned, the same must be trans- 
mitted by the judge or clerk of the court to the register and receiver, together with the 
same fees and commissions thftt the land officers would have been entitled to receive if 
the proof had been made before them, and the testimony reduced to writing by them. 

The land-office commissions, payable at time of making final proofs are as follows: 

Land ai f8.60 per acre. 

For 160 acres $8 00 

" 80 *' M 4 00 



(I An ( ( 



40 " 2 00 



Land at flMper aere. 

For 160 acres $4 00 

" 80 " 2 00 

" 40 " 1 00 



The fees for reducing testimony to writing in making final proof in Kansas are 15 
cents for each 100 words. No other land-office fees than those stated are payable or 
allowable in homestead cases. 

Commuted Homesteads. — Homestead entries can be commuted to cash only after actual 
inhabitancy of the land by the homestead party, and his improvement and cultivation 
of it for a period of not less than six months. 

A person who commutes a homestead entry cannot move from the tract and settle 
upon other public land in the same State or Territory as a preemptor. 
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Proof of settlement and cultivation for the prescribed period is to be made in the 
same manner as in preemption cases. 

A person commuting a homestead entry when he has not actually resided upon the 
land and improved and cultivated it as required by lam , forfeits all right to the land and 
io the purchase^money paid, and in addition thereto renders himself liable to criminal 
prosecution. 

The Timber-Oidture Act,* — ^A timber-culture applicant is required to make oath that 
his entry is made for the cultivation of timber, and for his own exclusive use and bene- 
fit; that he makes the application in good faith, and not for the purpose of speculation, 
nor directly or indirectly for the use or benefit of any other person or persons whomso- 
•ever; and that he intends to hold and cultivate the land, and to wholly comply with the 
provisions of the act. 

Claimants under the timber-culture act will be held to strict compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the law. 

Not more than one-quarter of any section can be entered under this act. 

Where 160 acres are taken, at least five acres must be plowed within one year from 
date of entry. The following or second year, said five acres must be actually cultivated 
to crop or otherwise, and another five acres must be plowed. The third year the first 
five acres must be planted to trees, tree seeds, or cuttings, and the second five acres actu- 
ally cultivated to crop or otherwise. The fourth year the second five acres must be 
planted to trees, tree seeds, or cuttings, making, at the end of the fourth, year, ten acres 
thus planted to trees. 

Perfect good faith must at all times be shown by claimants. Trees must not only be 
planted, but they must be protected and cultivated hi such manner as to promote their 
growth. 

Final proof may be made at the expiration of eight years from date of entry. It must 
be shown that for the said eight years the trees have been planted, protected, and culti- 
vated as aforesaid ; that not less than 2,700 trees were planted on each of the ten acres, 
and that at the time of making proof there are growing at least six hundred and seventy- 
five (675) living thrifty trees to each acre. 

Where less than one quarter-section of land is entered, the same proportionate 
amount of plowing, planting and cultivation of trees must be done as required in entries 
of 160 acres. 

If the trees, seeds, or cuttings are destroyed in any one year, they must be replanted. 
A party will not be released from a continued attempt to promote the actual growth of 
timber or forest trees. A failure in this respect will subject the entry to cancellation. 

Only an applicant for the land under the timber-culture or homestead laws, can insti- 
tute a contest under the third section of the act of 1878. 

Contestants have a preference right of thirty days after cancellation in which to make 
entry of the land. 

The Government will at any period, upon proper application to contest, or upon its 
own information, investigate alleged fraudulent or illegal tJmber-culture entries. Or al- 
leged failure to comply with the law after entry, and such entries will be cancelled upon 
sufficient proof either of illegality or failure to comply with the law. 

The character of the trees should be such as are recognized in the neighborhood as 
of value for timber, or for commercial purposes, or for firewood and domestic use. The 
enumeration of species heretofore given in instructions from the General Land Office is 
only intended as a general guide, and is not* to be considered to exclude any trees falling 
within the foregoing characterization. In all cases under this act, it will be required 

* Bat little, if any, Goyernment land in Kansas, subject to entry under this act, remains vacant. 
T he law is given for the information of those who have taken claims. 
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that trees shall be caltivated which shall come within the term timber, as defined above, 
the cultivation of shrubbery and fruit trees not being suflBcient. 

The local land office fee for an entry of more than 80 acres is |14 ; for 80 acres or 
less, $9. 

The State is divided into ten land districts. The location of land offices, the namea 
of registers and receivers, and the approximate number of acres still remaining vacant 
in each district, are here given. 

ARKANSAS VALLEY LAND DISTRICT. 

Office at Lamed, Pawnee county.— W. R. Brownlbb, Register; H. M. Bickel, Receiver. 

CbufUies. Acres. 

Rice 2,871 

Barton 3,975 

Pawnee 2,024 

StaflToTd 11,040 

There are also in this district, in addition to the above, the Osage Trust Lands, 
which are disposed of by sale only under the laws governing preemption, in the follow- 
ing-named counties: 



CburUiee. Acres, 

Pratt 4,348 

Edwards 7,360 

Hodgeman 9,200 



CburUies. Acres. 

Pratt 46,000 

Edwards 128,800 



Cbunties. Acres, 

Comanche 322,000 

Barber 202,400 



northern land district. 
Office at Oberlin, Decatur county.— A. L. Patchin, Register; Tully Scott, Receiver. 



Cbunties. Acres. 

Norton* 160 

Graham* 120 

Decatur 760 

Sheridan 2,040 



Cbunties. Acres, 

Thomas 480 

Sherman 800 

Cheyenne : 108,240 

Rawlins .^. 48,880 



* Portions of these counties extend into other land districts. 

topeka land district. 
Office at Topeka, Shawnee county.— J. J. Fisher, Register; Charles Spalding, Receiver. 

The few isolated tracts of small area remaining undisposed of in this district are un- 
desirable. 

NORTHWESTERN LAND DISTRICT. 

Office at Kirwin, Phillips county.— John Bissell, Register; R. R. Hays, Receiver. 
The lands in this district have been entirely disposed of. 

OSAOE LAND DISTRICT. 

Office at Independence, Montgomery county.— C. M. Ralston, Register; H. W. Young, Receiver. 
The lands of this district are nearly all taken. What is not entered is nearly all filed 
on. But a very few undesirable tracts remain. 

REPUBLICAN LAND DISTRICT. 

Office at Concordia, Cloud county.— S. H. Dodge, Register; Thomas Wrong, Receiver. 
There are no vacant Government lands in this district worthy of mention, except 
about 900 acres in Lincoln county. 

SALINA LAND DISTRICT. 

Office at Salina, Saline county.— J. M. Hodge, Register; H. S. Cunningham, Receiver. 



CburUies. Acres. 

Ottawa 40 

Saline — 

Lincoln 200 

Ellsworth 320 



Cbunties. Acres 

Russell 4,000 

Dayis 40 

Chase 80 



There are practically no Government lands left in this district that are suitable for 
farming or agricultural purposes. All the lands left in the Salina district are rough, not 
adapted to agriculture, but well suited for grazing purposes. 
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<ikXS>K« CITY LAND DISTRICT. 

OfBLce at Garden City, Finney county.— C F. M. Nilss, Reguter; S. Thanh auseb, 'Seoeiioer, 



Oountiet. Acres. 

Ford 40,000 

Hodgeman 85,000 

Clark 60,000 

Meade 60,000 



Cbunties. Acres, 

Finney 100,000 

Hamilton 175,060 

Seward , 125,000 



WESTERN LAND DISTRICT. 

Office at Wakeeny, Trego county.— W. C. L. Beard, Register; W. H. Pilkbnton, Receiver. 



Counties. Acres, 

Rooks* 

ElUs 

Rush 

Graham* 

Trego 

Ness 

Sheridan* 1,000 

Gove 6,000 



Ootinties, Acres, 

Lane 

Thomas* 6,000 

St. John 60,000 

Scott 5,000 

Sherman* 5,000 

Wallace 75,000 

Wichita. 10,000 

Greeley 75,000 



* Portions of these counties extend into other land districts. 

WICHITA LAND DISTRICT. 

Office at Wichita, Sedgwick county.— Frank Dale, Register; S, L. Gilbert, Receiver, 



Counties. Acres. 

Reno 6,000 

Sedgwick ' 200 

Butler 2,000 

Cowley 4,000 

Sumner 200 

Harper 800 

Kingman 1 ,000 

Elk 1,000 



Counties. Acres. 

Chantauqna 1,000 

McPherson 

Harvey 

Rice 

Marion 

Chase 

Greenwood. 1,000 



The land remaining in the Wichita District is all Osage Indian Trust Land, except 
5,000 acres in Beno county, and is subject to sale under the provisions of the preemp- 
tion law only. 

COMMON-SCHOOL LANDS. 

These lands were granted to the State by the General Government for educational 
purposes, and originally consisted of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections in each town- 
ship in the State, and about 300,000 acres granted to the State by the General Govern- 
m ent, as indemnity for lands lost in the Indian reservations. The method of sale is as 
follows: Whenever twenty householders petition for lands to be appraised and sold, the 
county superintendent of public schools, with the consent of the county commissioners, 
appoints three disinterested householders, residents of the county in which the lands are 
situated, who proceed to appraise the lands at their actual value. They are then placed 
in the hands of the county treasurer for sale as hereinafter provided. 

No lands granted by act of Congress for school purposes, lying and being in any un- 
organized county of the State, shall be subject to sale until three years after such county 
shall have been organized. (Approved February 12, 1886.) 

Settlers? Rights.* — Any person who has settled upon any portion of school land, and 
has actually resided thereon continuously for a period of six months, and has made it 
his only home for said period, and has improved said land to the amount of one hundred 

* Improvements upon school land entitle the owner to no special privileges as a purchaser, unless 
accompanied by actual settlement, made prior to the appraisement. 

A person who has settled upon and improved any portion of school lands prior to the appraise- 
ment, cannot, before he has actually become the purchaser of the same, lawfully remove mineral or 
timber ftom the same, even for use upon or improvement of said lands. 

October 7, 1886, the Supreme Court of the State, In the case of State vs, BudgeU^ held as followa : 
" Mere settlement and improvement of school land give no vested right as against the subsequent legiB* 
lation by the Legislature. 
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dollan, including a permanent .dwelling, prior to the appraisement, may, within sixty 
days after its appraisement, file in the probate court of his county a verified petition, 
stating therein that he has settled upon said land, and resided thereon continuously for 
a period of not less than six months immediately prior to said appraisement; that he 
has permanently improved said land to the amount of one hundred dollars ; that said 
improvements consist of a permanent dwelling, and such other improvements as show an 
intention to make a permanent home thereof; that said land has been appraised, and 
the amount thereof; that said improvements have been appraised, and the amount 
thereof; that he has not heretofore taken school land to the amount of one quarter* 
section under the provisions of this act or of the act of which this act is dmendatory ; 
that he has given ten days' public notice through a newspaper of general circulation in 
the county wherein said land is situated, setting forth in said notice a description of the 
land, the names and residences of two witnesses by whom he expects to prove said set- 
tlement and improvements, the time when (the time to be fixed by the probate judge) 
said petition will be heard by the probate court, and asking that he be allowed to pur« 
chase said land : ProfuOedy That any person who has purchased school land to the amount 
of one quarter-section under the provisions of the act of which thb act is amendatory, or 
who may hereafter purchase school land to the amount of one quarter-section under the 
provisions of this act, shall not again be permitted to purchase school land under the 
provisions of this act : Provided furtherf That the heirs of deceased persons who have 
made improvements upon school land shall be entitled to all the rights accruing to 
actual residents thereon : Provided further, That school land that has a settler actually 
residing upon and improving said land in accordance with the provisions of this act 
shall not be brought into market until six months after the commencement of such set- 
tlement and improvement. 

Every person who shall willfully and corruptly swear, testify or affirm falsely to any 
material matter, upon oath or affirmation, in any matter or proceeding relating to the 
proof of settlement or improvement upon school land before the probate court under 
the provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be punished by confinement and hard labor for a term of not more than seven 
years. (Approved February 18, 1886.) 

The probate court shall require the petitioner to prove the facts set forth in his peti- 
tion, and the superintendent of public instruction may appear and introduce testimony 
to controvert said facts ; and if said petitioner fails to establish the truth of his petition, 
he shall be adjudged to pay the costs. If he feels himself aggrieved by the decision of 
said court, he shall have the right to appeal to the district court, by filing a bond within 
fifteen days after such decision, conditioned that he will prosecute the appeal, and pay 
all damages and costs that may be adjudged against him. The State shall have power 
to appeal from the decision of said court, by the superintendent filing a notice thereof, 
within the time prescribed for the appeal by the petitioner ; and when said notice shall 
have been filed, the appeal shall be granted, and the probate court shall transmit to the 
clerk of the district court a certified transcript of the record and proceedings relating to 
the cause, together with the original papers in his office relating thereto; and the dis- 
trict court shall have jurisdiction of the cause, and shall proceed to hear, try, and deter- 
mine the same anew, without regard to any error, defect, or other imperfection in the 
proceedings in the probate court. 

.• Notice of Sale. — In all cases where the court shall find that the petitioner has settled 
tipon and improved school lands, as set forth in his petition, the petitioner may purchase 
the said lands, not exceeding one quarter-section, for the appraised value thereof, exclu- 
sive of the value of the improvements. The county treasurer shall then offer the unsold 
portion of all school lands appraised, including those to which no claim has been set up 
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by any settler as evidenced by the commencement of proceedings in the probate coart as 
hereinbefore provided, for sale at public auction, after giving four weeks' notice thereof 
in some newspaper published in such county ; and in case no such paper is published in 
such county, then said notice shall be given by posting the same at each voting precinct 
in such county at least four weeks previous to the sale ; (and that any person may and 
shall have the privilege of making a bid or offer for said lands, between the hours of ten 
o'clock A. M. and three o'clock p. m. of said day of sale.) Said notice shall contain a de- 
scription of the land and improvements, if any, thereon, with the appraised value thereof, 
and a statement (of the hours of sale, which shall be between the hours of ten o'clock 
A. M. and three o'clock p. m., as aforesaid,) and the place of sale; and no bid at said sale 
shall be received for less than the appraised value of said land and improvements. Tim- 
ber land may be subdivided into lots of such size as the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion and appraisers may deem best; and in all cases one- half the purchase-money for 
timber land shall be paid at the time of purchase, and the purchaser shall give a good and 
sufficient bond for the payment of the remainder, as for other lands sold under this act. 

Terms of Paymeni, — Any person purchasing such land shall pay to the treasurer of the 
county in which the same is situated, one-tenth of the amount of the purchase-money^ 
taking therefor a receipt, which he shall present to the county clerk, together with a bond 
in double the amount of the purchase-money unpaid, conditioned that he will not commit 
waste upon said land, and that he will pay the balance of said purchase-money in twenty 
years, and interest to be paid annually thereon at the rate of six per cent, per annum, as 
the same becomes due : Providedy That the purchaser may pay the balance of the pur- 
chase-money at any time, or in installments of not less than twenty-five dollars: Provided, 
oho, Any person having heretofore purchased such land and made partial payment of 
the purchase-money thereof, and who has not defaulted in the payment of interest and 
taxes due upon such purchase, may, upon the expiration of the time when the unpaid 
part of such purchase -money becomes due, have the time of said final payment extended 
twenty years, by presenting to the county clerk of the county in which said land is sit- 
uate a new bond in double the amount of the purchase-money remaining unpaid, said 
bond conditioned the same as the bond aforementioned in this section. 

Certificate of Purchase. — The county clerk shall thereupon enter the amount of the 
purchase-money on the land, the amount paid upon the same, in a book kept for that 
purpose, and shall charge the same to the county treasurer in the records of the county^ 
and shall issue to the purchaser a certificate, under the seal of his office, showing t he 
amount paid, the amount due, and the time when due, with interest, and that upon the 
payment of said amount, when doe, with interest, he will be entitled to a patent to said 
land. 

Waste; laxation, — No purchaser of school land, prior to his obtaining title to the 
same, shall commit any waste upon such land, or take or remove mineral or timber from 
the same, other than for use upon or improvements of said land. The lands purchased 
under this act shall be subject to taxation, as other lands ; and in case of non-payment 
of any taxes cha)*ged thereon, the said lands may be sold, as in other cases, but the pur- 
chaser at such sale shall be subject to all the conditions of the bond of the original maker, 
and of the certificate of purchase : Provided, That such purchaser of said school land shall 
be allowed one year from the date of the certificate of sale of s nch land for such taxes, in 
which to redeem from such tax sale, by complying with the provisions of law relating to 
the redemption of land from tax sale, and paying to the county treasurer, for the benefit 
of the holder of such tax certificate, all installments of interest or other payments which 
such holder of tax certificate has been compelled to pay in order to prevent a forfeiture 
of the rights of purchaser of school land, under the provisions of section sixteen of this 
act. 
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PaUrU. — On presentation of a certificate of the county clerk, showing that any per- 
son has paid the fall amoant of the purchase-money, and all interest due, for any portioiv 
of said school lands, with a certificate thereon, indorsed by the auditor of State, showing 
that he has charged the county treasurer of the county where the land is situated with 
the full amount of the purchase-money mentioned in said certificate, the Governor or 
the State shall issue a patent to the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, for the same, which 
said patent shall convey to the patentee a full title in fee simple to said lands. 

Forfeiture; Fees. — If any purchaser of school land shall fail to pay the annual in- 
terest when the same becomes due, or the balance of the purchase-money when the same- 
becomes due, it shall be the duty of the county clerk of the county in which such land 
is situated, immediately to issue to the purchaser a notice in writing, notifying suck 
purchaser of such d«fouli, and that if such purchaser fail to pay, or cause to be paid, the- 
amount so due, together with the costs of issuing and serving such notice, within sixty 
days from the service thereof, the said purchaser, and all persons claiming under him,, 
will forfeit absolutely all right and interest in and to such land under said purchase, 
and an action will be brought to eject said purchaser, and all persons claiming under 
him, from such land. It shall be the duty of said county dvric to include in such notice- 
all tracts of land sold fo the same purchaser, and on which default in any such payment 
then exists. The notice above provided for shall be served by the sherifi*of the county,, 
by delivering a copy thereof to such purchaser, if found in the county — also to all per- 
sons in possession of such land ; and if such purchaser cannot be found and no person is- ' 
in possession of said land, then by posting the same up in a conspicuous place in the- 
office of the county clerk. And in case such land or any part thereof has been sold for 
taxes, a copy of such notice shall be delivered to such purchaser at tax sale, if a resident, 
of the county. Said sheriff shall serve such notice and make due return of the time 
and manner of such service within fifteen days from the time of his receipt of the same.. 
The sheriff shall be entitled to the same fees and mileage for serving the same as. 
allowed by law for serving summons in civil actions. If such purchaser s hall fail to 
pay the sum so due, and all costs incident to the issue and service of said notice, within, 
sixty days from the time of the service or posting of such notice as above provided, such 
purchaser, and all persons claiming under him, shall forfeit absolutely all rights and in- 
terest in and to such land, under and by virtue of such purchase. And the county attor- 
ney shall proceed to eject him and all persons claiming under him from said premises,, 
if in possession. 

Forfeited Lands. — Lands from which purchasers have been ejected, and lands which 
have been forfeited, and which are unoccupied by the purchaser or his assigns, shall be 
reappraised, and may be purchased by any person in accordance with the provisions of 
this act, and in all cases lands which have not been claimed or purchased shall be reap- 
praised every five years : Provided^ That they may be reappraised at any time on petition 
of one-half of the bona fide householders of the township in which the lands lie to the- 
board of county commissioners of the county, at their discretion. But such reappraise- 
ment shall be conducted according to the provisions of this act, and the sales upon the 
same shall be conducted in all respects in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

Unlawful Purchase. — It shall be unlawful for the county superintendent appointing: 
the appraisers, or the persons appraising the lands, to purchase, either directly or indi- 
rectly, any portion of the lands appraised by them. 

Private Sale. — In all cases where school lands fail to sell as provided for in this act,, 
the county treasurer may dispose of said lands at private sale to actual settlers only, in 
tracts not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres to each pur chaser : Provided^ That no 
sale be made at le^s than the appraised value of the land and improvements: ATid pro- 
vided further, That if school lands, once offered at public sale, are not sold within one 
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year from the time of said sale, they shall be reappraised and sold at pablic sale, as other 
school lands are sold : Provided farther^ That the person so residing upon said schociL 
land shall have the privil^e of purchasing said land, ezdtisive of th« appraised valoe 
of the improvements; but in the event of any person other than the actual settler buy- 
ing in said land, the person so purchasiag shall pay to the person entitled to the pay for 
the improvements, the amount of the appraised value of said improvements, they having 
been previously appraised according to the provisions of this act. 

i^Wet^—- Each appraiser required under this law shall receive two dollars per day; 
and in cases when it is necessarv to divide timbered lands into lots of less size than the 
legal subdivisions, the surveyors, chainmdn and axmen shall receive the same pay as is 
provided for by law in other cases. The county clerk, under this act, shall be allowed 
for filing each paper, five cents ; for recording each appraisement and other papers neo- 
essary to be recorded, seven cents per folio ; for granting a certificate to a purchaser of 
school land, twenty-five cents ; for indorsing payment on certificate, five cents ; for filing 
treasurer's rocelpt, five cents; for approving bonds, twenty-five cents — to be paid by the 
purchaser; for making out abstract to be forwarded to Auditor of State, five oents for 
each tract of land. The county treasurer shall receive for making out list of land for 
printer, or to be posted, five cents for each tract advertised; for issuing a receipt to 
purchaser of school land, twenty-five cents, which receipt, beforo it shall, be of any 
validity, shall be presented by the purchaser to the county clerk, who shall indorse the 
same as entered upon the proper books of his office; and the county treasurer shall re- 
ceive no fees for the sale of school lands except as provided for in this act. The printer, 
for publication of notice for sale of school lands, shall receive legal rates. The probate 
judge shall be allowed the same fees under this act as for similar services in his court. The 
county attorney, sherifi and district clerk shall receive for their respective services, under 
this act, the fees allowed by law for similar services. The several amounts above specified 
shall be paid by the county treasurer out of any money arising from the sale of the school 
lands, on the order of the county superintendent of public instruction ; and the county 
superintendent is hereby authorized to administer the oath to appraisers, and in verifi- 
cation of all bills presented to him he shall take the affidavit of the person or persons 
presenting such bills. The county superintendent shall be paid as is now provided by 
law.» 

Further information concerning the location of these lands can be obtained of the 
county treasurers and clerks of the several counties. 

The following table shows the number of unsold acres of school lands in the organized 
counties on December 31st, 1885, and the average price per acre at which they would 
probably be appraised. Much of the land here given as vacant, is settled upon and 
improved. Tiie rights of these settlers are given in the synopsis of laws for the pur- 
chase of these lands, on a preceding page. 
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Cbunties. 



Allen* 

Anderson 

Atchison 

Barber* 

Barton 

Bourbon 

Brown 

Butler* 

ChaseJ 

Chautauqua |. 
Cherokee 




Average 

price 
per acre. 



Counties. 



2,400 

11,080 

160 

10 

4,560 

2,000 

2,500 





40 
120 
120 



Clay 

Cloud 

Coffey 

Cowley 

Crawford 

Davis t 

Decatur 

Dickinson 

Doniphan 

Douglas 

Edwardst I 3,500 



1,360 

2,880 

80 

80 



Average 

price 

per acre. 



S3 00 
3 50 
3 00 



8 00 

300 

10 00 

800 



T'6i 
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Vaccmt School Lands — Concluded. 



OatMties. 



Elk 

Ellis 

Ellsworth 

Finney 

Ford 

Franklin.. ... 

Graham 

Greenwood.... 

Hkrper. 

Harvey 

Hodgeman.... 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Jewell 

Johnson 

Kingman 

Labette 

Leaven woth.. 

Lincoln 

Linn*.. 

Lyon 

Marion 

Marshall 

HcPherson... 

Miami 

Mitchell 

Montgomery. 

Morris t 

Nemaha. 

Neosho 

Nesfl 

Norton 



Acres, 



440 
8,099 
2»040 
3,600 
7,040 



3,840 

1,800 

160 



'Average 

price 
per acre. 



$3 00 
4 00 
500 

3 50 

4 50 



4 00 
3 75 
3 00 



7,280 



4 00 



5,090 

60 

40 

320 



8 00 
8 00 
8 60 
8 60 



40 



3 00 



1,920 

890 

1,000 

40 



38,897 
400 



5 00 
3 00 



10 00 



3 50 

4 50 



OounUes. 



Osage , 

Osborne , 

Ottawaf 

Pawnee 

Phillips 

Pottawatomie. 

Pratt 

Rawlins 

Reno 

Republic 

ltiflC««» «■■■.»>.«.. 

Rilev 

Rooks 

Rushf 

Russell t 

Saline t 

Sedgwick 

Shawnee.......... 

Sheridan t 

Smith 

Stafford 

Sumner 

Trego 

Wabaunsee 

Washington ... 

Wilson 

Woodson 

Wyandotte 

Gove 

St. Johng 

Wallace§ 



Acres, 



Average 

price 
per acre. 



8,520 
2,400 
2,400 
4,120 



1,760 
3,000 
3,618 



2,840 



8,320 
6,600 
9,800 
3,780 
28 



80,000 
1,440 

16,800 
160 
480 



680 



5,280 
28,320 
27,520 



$4 00 

4 50 
325 

5 00 



3 00 
5 00 

4 00 

Too" 



3 00 
3 12fr 
400 
500 
300 



350 
400 
300 
500 
3 00 



3 00 



3 60 
3 60 
3 60 



*The lauds remaining unsold in the counties of Allen, Barber, Butler and Linn, are reported by the 
clerks of the several counties as very rough and undesirable, and in many oases almost totally unfit tar 
settlement and cultivation. 

fXhe clerks of these counties report that all, or about all, of the school lands in their counties have 
been settled upon, and the settlers are awaiting the appraisement of said lands. 

X Estimated. No returns firom county clerks. 

gSt. John and Wallace counties are attached to Trego county. 



LANDS OWNED BY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

The three State institutions of learning, viz., the State University, at Lawrence ; the 
Agi:icultural College, at Manhattan, and the State Normal School, at Emporia, each had 
donations of land. All of these lands have been disposed of, except a small amount be- 
longing to the Agricultural College. The lands remaining to this institution and which 
are for sale are 160 acres in Washington county. The terms of the purchase are one- 
eighth cash at time of purchase, balance in seven equal annual payments, bearing 10 per 
cent, interest. For further information regarding their exact location and price per 
acre, address the agent of these lands, John B. Oifford, Manhattan, Kansas. 

BAILBOAD LANDS. 

The Land Department of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa F^ Bailroad, Col. A. S. 
Johnson, Commissioner, with headquarters at Topeka, reports that this company have 
dbposed of their grant, and have no lands in Kansas for sale. 

, All other land-grant railroad companies in Kansas have disposed of their grants, ex- 
cept the Kansas Division of the Union Pacific Bailroad, with headquarters at Kansas 
City, Missouri, B. McAUaster, Land Commissioner, which company has the following 
terms of sale : 
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lat. On Eleven Tear^ Credit. — Under this plan, one-tenth of the parchase-money 
with interest at 7 per cent, on the deferred payments of principal, is paid at time of 
sale, and for the first, second and third years following, no payment has to be made, ex- 
cept the interest annually at 7 per cent- ; so that it is four years from the date of purchase 
until the second payment of principal is required. 

Example No. 1: 160 acres sold May 1, 1880, at $4 per acre — 1640. The payments 
would be due as follows: May 1, 1880, one-tenth of the purchase-money, viz., |64; 
May 1, 1880, one year's interest at 7 per cent, on deferred payments, $40. Total, $104. 



DBPSRRBD PAYMENTS. 








Payments. 

• 


When due. 


Principal. 


IrUereit. 


Total. 


First ; M 


ay 1,1881 




940 32 
40 32 
40 32 
36 28 
30 24 
25 20 
20 16 
16 12 
10 08 
5 04 


940 32 


Second ' 


» 1882 




40 32 


Third  


« 1883 




40 32 


Fourth. ' 


1884 

• 1886 

1886 

' 1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 


972 00 
72 00 
72 00 
72 00 
72 00 
72 00 
72 00 
72 00 


107 28 


Fifth ' 


102 24**' 


Sixth • 


98 20 


Seventh * 


92 16 


Eighth • 


87 12 


Ninth ' 


82 08 


Tenth • 


77 04 


Eleyeuth • 


72 00 








Totals 


9576 00 


9262 08 


9838 08 









2d, On Six Tears^ Credit, — Under this system we deduct ten per cent, from the price 
per acre. One-fifth of the purchase- money is paid at the time of sale, but no interest. 
No more principal is required for three years. The int erest, at seven per cent., on the 
remaining four-fifths, is paid annual ly. 

Example No. 2: 160 acres sold May 1, 1880, price per acre, $4; less ten per cent. 
Net purchase-money, $576. The payments would be as follows : May 1, 1880, one-fifth 
of the purchase-money, $115.20. 



PayTnents. 


When due. 


Principal. 


Interest. ' 


Total. 


First ; 


May 1.1881 




932 25 
32 26 
32 26 
24 19 
16 13 
8 06 


932 25 


Second 


♦' 1882 




32 25 


Third 


'* 1883 

" 1884 

1885 

1886 


9115 20 
115 20 
115 20 
115 20 


147 45 


Fourth 


139 39 


Fifth 


131 33 


Sixth 


123 26 






Totals 


9460 80 


9145 13 


9605 93 









3d, Cash Terms. — We offer a discount of fifteen per cent, from the price per acre, on 
all lands west of Ellsworth, to those who will pay in full for the same at the time of 
purchase. Thus, land at $4 an acre on credit terms, can be bought tot $3.40 Aiiii cash 

DOWN. 

Land agents, appointed by the company, will be found at all the principal places 
where we have land for sale. The duty of these agents is to show the land and give our 
prices, and when a tract has been selected, to fill out the application and attest it. The 
applicant will then forward his application and first payment to B. McAllasier, I/ind 
Commissioner, Kansas City, Mo. Here all applications are subject to approval or rejec- 
tion. If accepted, the contract is made out in duplicate, and sent to the applicant to 
sign, who will retain one copy, and return the other to the Land Commissioner. 



Special report —vac aitt public lands. 
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The lands remaining unsold on September 1, 1886, belonging to this. company, are as 
follows: 



COUNTY. 



Johnson 

Pottawatomie. 

Riley 

Davis 



Clay 

Saline 

McPherson. 
Ellsworth... 
Rice. 



Osborne. 
Russell.. 
Barton.. 
Rooks.... 

Ellis 

Rash 



Trego 

Gove 

Thomas*... 
St. John *., 
Sherman *. 
Wallace*.., 
Greeley*... 



ACBBS. 



6 

1 

14 

7 
68 

9 
10 
86 

2 
12 



84 

482 

,801 

.741. 

,642 
,206 
,807 
963 
,100 
,808 
,606 
,236 
,111 
,513 
,937 
,175 



Minimum. 



910 00 
6 00 
5 50 

5 50 
10 00 

6 50 
5 50 
5 50 
8 00 
5 50 
5 50 
8 00 
5 
5 
4 
5 
5 



50 
00 
00 
50 

50 



PRICE. 



Maximum. 



920 00 

8 00 

9 00 
9 00 



14 00 

8 50 

10 00 

11 00 

12 00 
12 00 

9 00 
9 00 

12 00 
9 00 
8 00 

10 00 



Average. 



97 00 
7 00 



8 00 
7 50 

7 50 
10 00 

8 00 
7 50 



7 50 
7 50 
6 50 

6 00 

7 00 



*Over 90,000 aores of land in these counties are not in the market yet, but probably will be early 
next spring. 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR JULY AND AUGUST, 1886. 



July, August and September have been hot dry months this year. The rains in August 
were well distributed, and would have kept the ground in good condition had the heat 
been less intense. There was a total of 3.03 inches of rain at the Washburn College 
station, which came in moderate showers on the 3d, 5th, 8th, 9th, 17th, 22d, 26th, 27th 
and 31st. Thunder and lightning was less frequent than usual, and this has been char- 
acteristic of the whole season. [ From the 10th to the 20th was the hottest part of the 
month, the average temperature being 87®. The hottest day of the season occurred on 
August 16, when the temperature was 107°. The temperature reached 100® on ten days. 
There were no violent winds, but strong southeast winds prevailed during some of the 
heated days, especially on the 11th. After the drouth in July was broken, the grass and 
other vegetation began to grow, and it seemed for a time that the corn and other crops 
would not suffer for lack of rain, but the next heated term came too soon, and com and 
other late crops suffered much damage. 

The heat in September was at no time so excessive as' we frequently get during this 
mpoth, but it kept steadily warm frqm the b^inning to the end, with no approach to 
frost, and it seemed like a pleasant summer month. 

The rainfall in September, at this station, was 1.82 inches, of which 1.18 inches fell 
on the 15th. There were slight showers on eight other days, all of which were attended 
by moderate electrical phenomena. 

There were no noticeable winds in September, and the air movement was less than 
usual at this season. 

Very heavy rains were reported from some stations on the 2d and 3d of September. 
Mr. J. W. Goodell, of Sedan, reported 5.84 inches on the 3d, and J. M. Altaffer, of In- 
dependence, reported 4.82 inches on the 4th of September. 

The lack of rain has been greater this .season in the eastern and northern parts of 
the State than in the central and western portions. The abundant rains of the several 
years immediately previous had brought the earth to a good condition for standing 
drouth, and fair crops were secured. 



SPBQIAL BEPOBT—MBTEOBOLOaWAL. 
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TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 


FOR AUGUST 


AND SEPTEMBER. 




.- 


OBSERVER. 


AUGUST. 


STATION. 


Temperature. 


Rainfall, 




7 a. m. 


2 p.m. 


9 p.m. 


Mean. 


Total. 


Rainy 
days. 


Topeka 


B. E. Lovewell 


71.6 


92.7 


76.9 


80.5 
79.2 
78.5 


3.03 
2.49 
0.73 


10 


Lawrence 


F. H. Snow 


11 


Leavenworth 


L. A. Welsh 








5 


Dodire 












Strong 


H. R. Hilton 


72.22 
71.33 
71.3 


89.69 
93.83 
91.7 


77.9 
76.6 
76.7 




** 3.*54 
4.37 
4.25 
1.30 

\ 1.64 

'"*i'.'2o'" 

3.92 


6 


Sedan 


J. W. Goodell 




4 


Independence 


J. M. Altaffer. 


78.4 
80.0 
87.25 


*5 


Wyandotte 


E. R. Heath 


5 


Belleville 


A. B. Graves 











Brookvllle 


F. Carlton 


74.6 
75.12 


" 97.4 " 
87.8 


74.3 
78.6 
74.12 


7 


Ellis 


J. L. Norton 


t 


Montero 


 W. L. Doyle 




6 


Wallace 




67.3 


87.2 






Garneiro 


h! W. Boyie.!......!!..'......! 






6.47 

3.5 

3.18 

2.68 

2.40 

5.00 

4.60 

3.60 

0.30 

3.01 

2.85 


3 


Ell&worth 


A.N. Hoar.... 


72.0 
74.6 
80.6 
75.0 
74.6 


92.9 
86.1 
100.3 
98.0 
86.4 


79.7 
81.2 
85.8 
84.0 
76.2 


" 


3 


Wilson....; 


P. S. Crose 




4 


Dorrance 


W. H. Sweet 





2 


Bunker Hill 


F. D. Snerrv 




2 


Russell 






4 


Gorham 


R. G. Palmer 




5 


Victoria 


V. L Holt 


72.7 
76.5 
76.4 
68. S 
69.8 
68.6 
72.4 
65.2 
72.2 


88.8 
93.4 
85.3 
87.2 
90.5 
89.8 
88.1 
97.5 
84.3 


82.1 
83.6 
79.6 
54.2 
95.9 
71.7 
80.7 
72.2 
73.8 




3 


Hays City 


M. E. Dixon 





1 


ORallah..... 


C. A. Hoar 




4 


Wakeeney 


C. H. Hay 


. .. ..... 


2 


Buffalo Park. 


F. G. Bliss 






Grainfield 


M. D. Brifires 




1.10 
1.25 

""2.06 " 
4.30 


3 


Qrinnell 


E. A. Lewis 


...J... 


4 


Oakley 


C. M. Kaufman 


3 


Monmouth 


J. W. Edwards 


4 


Sheridan 


J. S. Adams 




9 

















SEPTEMBER. 



Topeka 

Lawrence 

Leavenworth.. 

Dodge 

Strong 

Sedan... 

Independence. 

Wyandotte 

Belleville 

Brookville 



B. E. Lovewell. 

F. H. Snow 

L. A.Welsh 



H. R. Hilton.. 
J. W. Goodell. 
J. M. Altaffer;. 

E. R. Heath.... 
A. B. Graves... 

F. Carlton 



64.8 



63.2 

66.03 

63.9 



64.3 



87.0 



84.9 

80.36 

83.9 



88.7 



68.5 



69.3 

67.66 

69.7 



71.2 



72.8 

71.19 

70.6. 



71.4 



73.6 
73.8 



1.82 
2.34 
2.75 



0.34 
6.99 
5.27 



4.16 
1.01 



10 

8 
7 



*3.27 fell on 3d. fTwo heavv rains not measured. {5.84 inches fell on 3d. §4.82 inches fell on 
4th. The heaviest rain on record here. 



BAROMETRIC PRESSURE —WIND — CLOUDS. 





OBSERVER. 






AUGUST. 


1 

1 

1 




SEPTEMBER. 




STATION. 


Barometer, 


Pre- 
vailing 
wind. 


No. ' 
cloudi/\\ Barometer, 
days. 


Pre- 
vailing 
wind. 


No. 

cloudy 

days. 


Topeka 


B. E. Lovewell. 

F. H. Snow 

L. A. Welsh 

E.R. Heath 


Max. 

30.103 
29.214 
30.191 
30.109 


Min. 

29.608 
28.861 
29.698 
29.642 


Mean 

29.901 
29.048 
29.913 
29.890 


S.W. 
S.W. 

s. 

S.W. 


llMax. 
3 1130.323 

3 1 9Q 377 


Min. 

29.563 
28.731 
29.601 


Mean 

29.963 
29.090 
29.978 

• 


S.S.W. 

S. E. S. 

S. 


2 


Lawrence 


5 


Leavenworth.... 
Wyandotte 


*» 1 

None.l 


30.274 


5 
5 




1 
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WEATHER REPORT FOB AUGUST, 1886. 



One of the three hottest Augusts on our record. There were eleven dajs with tem- 
perature below the average for the aeaaon, but the remainiag twenty days were ex- 
cessively hot, and tbe week from the 11th to the 17lh aurpasaed any week upon our 
record since Aagust, 1874. The July droath was broken on the lat hj a copious shower. 
There were seven other serviceable rains during the month, but no rain aufficienti}' 
Jieavy to wet the ground to a greater depth than two inches. 

Mbav Temper atl'ke. — 79.02°, which is 3,18° above the August average. The 
highest temperature was 105°, on the IGth ; the lowest was SI. 5°, on tbe 31st, giving 
a range oF 53.5°. The mercury reached 90° 18 times. Mean temperature at 7 A. H., 
72.68" ; at two p. m., 90° ; at 9 p. M., 76.70°. 

Baihfali.. — 2,49 inches, which is 1.10 inches below the August average. Rain in 
measurable quantities fell on 11 daya. There were 6 thunder shoiAra. The entire rain- 
All for the eight months of 18SS now completed haa been 17. SS inches, which is 7.43 
inches below the average for the same months in the preceding IS years. 

Mean Cu>nDiNEsa. — 28.60 per cent, of the sky, the month being 6.49 per cent, clearer 
than usual. Nnmber of clear days (less than one-third cloudy), 22; half-clear (from 
4>ne to two-thirds cloudy), 6; cloudy (more than two thirds), 3. There were 4 entirely 
clear days and 1 entirely cloudy. Mean cloudiness at 7 A. U., 33.54 per cent., at 2 p. h., 
^2.90 per cent. ; at 9 P. H., 19.35 per cent 

Wind.— B. W, 28 times, N. E. 18 times, 8. E. 17 times, N. W. 10 times, S, 8 times, E. 
-5 times, W. 4 times, N. 3 times. The total run of tbe wind was 8,840 miles, which is 356 
miles above the August average. This gives a mean daily velocity of 285 miles and a 
mean hourly velocity of 11.89 miles. The highest velocity was 36 miles an hour, from 
-9 to 10 A.M., on the2l8t. 

Baroueteb.— Mean for the month, 29.048 inches; at7 a.m., 29.065 inches; at 2 p.m., 
29.030 inches; at 9 p.m., 29.048 inches; maximum, 29.214 inches, on the 3]Bt; i 
28.861 inches, on the 15th; monthly range, .353 inch. 

Relative Humidity. — Mean for tbe month, 60.1; at 7 a. m, 68.3; at 2 p.m. 
.at g P.M., 67.2; greatest, 90, on tbe 3d; least, 26, on the 7th. There was no fog. 

The following table furnishes a comparison with the 18 preceding Augusts; 



Jl«g««. 


T 


il 


I 


f 

1 




1 

1 


2 


1 


t 
1 


f 


■SI 


1 


i 








83 no 


S7.0° 
49:0 


17 


4:71 
alio 


13 




42. B7 
<fl.49 

23:87 

»:<« 




















n'.a 


\:l 




28.092 
29.078 

'W.iw 

29 : 076 
29.080 

a9:o76 

»:o!o 

29.050 

2»:i5S 
29.110 


29.233 
29.320 

29:330 
29:289 

29:305 
29:405 
















im 

1879 

1879:::::; 


72.0 

«!o 

72:0 
sals 

70.1 

77:0 

«o:i 


::::::: 


8.B9B 

8:i9t. 

8;484 

if 

8;b4o 

8,607 


28:974 
28:b1S 

^■5S 

28.8TS 
38. »M 

28:849 
28.178 


M«a.-. 


7..». 


(«.t° 


M.l° 


IS 


S.53 


> 


. M,™ 


i.,.i .. 


29.087 


29. SOB 


28.870 



Special bepobt — meteobological. 
weather bbpobt for september, 1886. 



The irnrmest September on our 19 gears' record. There was no frost during the month 
— not even the ligliteet ho&r frost. The rainfall was only two-thirda of the September 
average, nod iliis la the fourth sncceBsive month whose rainfall has been below the aver- 
age. The wind velodty was normal,»nd the cloudiness was mach below the September 

Mea:< Tehperatdre. — 71.19°, which is 4.S3° above the September ayerage. The 
highest leni pern lure was 97°, on the Tth; the lowest was 42°, on the 2ath, giving a 
range of oa°. Tlie mercurj reached 90° 9 limes. Mean temperature at 7 a. u., G3.To°i 

Rainf.ill. — 2.34 inches, will ch is 1.21 inches below the September average. Rnin in 
me:isiirable iiiiantities fell on 8 days. There were 3 thander sliowers. The entire rain- 
fall for (he nine months of 1886 now completed has been 20.22 inches, which is 8.64 
inches below the avemge for the same months in the preceding 18 years. 

Mka^ CLOtTDlN^s. — 32 per cent, of the akj, the month being 8.61 per cent, clearer 
than Uhtial. Kumber of clear days (less than one-third cloudy ),19; half-clear ( from 
one (o two-thirds dondy ), 6; cloudy [more than two-thirds), 5. There were 4 entirely 
clear duys and none entirely cloudy. Mean cloudiness at? a. u., 38 per cent,; at 2 p. H., 
83 per cent. ; at 9 p. m., 20 per cent. 

\ViSD.~8. E. 30 times, S, 22 times, N. W. 13 times, N. E. 10 times, S. W, 7 times, 
N. 5 times, W. twice, E. once. The total run of the wind was 10,315 miles, which is 
235 miles below the September average. This gives a mean daily velocity of 344 miles 
and a mean hourly velocity of 14,33 miles. The highest velocity was 40 miles an hour, 
from 3 to 4 P. u. on the I8(h. 

BABOAi^n-EEt.— Mean for the month, 29.090 inches; at 7 A. v., 29.113 inches; at 2 
p. M., 29.004 inches; at 9 P. u., 29.091 inches ; maximum, 29.377 inches, on the 23th ; 
minimum, 28.731 ini'hes, on the Isth; monthly range, .646 inch. 

Relative HuMiDtrv.— Mean for the month, 60.7; at 7 a. m,, 73.7; at 2 p. m., 41.0; 
at9P.M., 07.5; greatei^t, 93, on the 18th; least, 18, on the 28lh. There was no fog. 

The folloniiig table furnishes a comparison with the 18 preceding Septembers: 
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